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national palace.  It is still in shambles, left 

untouched since the earthquake.  The main 

cathedral is in the same shape as are many 

major government buildings.  And you 

realize the foundation of Haiti was cracked 

and remains in shambles.   

Continuing on, the scenes reveal further 

normalcy.  But once again, a stark interrup-

tion ensues.  Almost every open space is 

crammed with people housing themselves 

in tarps, tents, or sheets.  Trying to count 

the residents of these flimsy neighbour-

hoods leaves the mind reeling: 20 - 30 

families occupying the space that could be 

taken up by my house.  Estimates at 

150,000ð200,000 living in such conditions 

are very believable.  And now, the rains are 

beginning to fall. 

Finally, as the video continues in its circu-

lar path, homes and buildings in all kinds of 

shape are revealed .  Many were completely 

unscathed and have no cracks in them: 

these are bustling with life as they were in 

the pre-earthquake days.  Others are still 

standing, but remain void of occupants due 

to unsafe conditions.  Whatôs encouraging 

are the numerous teamsðwhether just a 

personal endeavour or a commercial  oneð

clearing out the rubble and getting ready to 

rebuild.  The tragedy lies in the numerous 

piles of debris, to this day exactly how the 

earthquake left them, and holding bodies 

still unrecovered. 

So, a snapshot of Haiti reveals a country 

pretty much back to normal in so many 

ways.  Yet, it will never really be back to 

normal.  Haitiôs very foundation was 

shaken, cracked, and damaged.  Deep in its 

heart and psyche is now the reality of the 

loss suffered on January 12, and the neces-

sity to once again send out a global cry for 

help.  How has Emmanuel International 

responded to Haitiôs plea? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many homes  are empty and beyond repair. 

Piles of debris mark sites of buildings 

Itôs approximately 3 months after Haitiôs 

devastating earthquake struck on January 

12, 2010.  Like a butterfly, the worldôs 

attention has flitted elsewhere.  The initial 

response to the tragedy is over: the country 

has settled into life post-earthquake.  What 

is Haiti like now?  

A panoramic, 360° video would begin by 

showing life is back to normal in many 

ways.  Traffic in Port-au-Prince is slightly 

more hectic than usual, with all the addi-

tional relief vehicles careening around.  

Banks, fuel stations, stores, and even the 

popular Epi Dôor pizza and burger hang-out 

is up and running.  Street vendors are back 

out en masse, hawking phone cards, fruit 

and vegetables, pyramids of pills, used 

clothes from abroad, plastic bags of water, 

and plates of street-cooked meals. 

But as the video progresses around, sud-

denly youôre struck with the view of the 

Haitiõs largest cathedral sustained extensive 
damage in the earthquake. 

The Presidential Palace remains unoccupied 
and unrepaired. 

Every open space is crammed with temporary 
shelters of tents and tarps. 

A street-side vendor sells deep-fried snacks. 


